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October-December 2016 3 From the Director’s Desk

Prof. Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri
DIRECTOR, IGRMS

Friends, visitors and well wishers of IGRMS 
will be happy to know that we are introducing a new 
segment to reflect on the diversity and aesthe�c 
appeal of po�ery tradi�on of India with the 
installa�on of a tower of pots and other forms by 
engaging ar�sts from Manipur and Assam and this 
will con�nue in different phases. Already this unique 
tower has a�racted huge a�en�on of our visitors. 
Moreover, there are good numbers of interna�onal 
visitors, performers and scholars got engaged with 
various ac�vi�es of our museum who have shared 
their valuable opinion as well. Celebra�on of 
Interna�onal Day of Persons with Disability led to the 
establishment of the special facili�es in our 
Tradi�onal Technology Park with the involvement of 
Arusi, an NGO, with whom our museum is having 
long term partnership. My visit to Manipur with our 
curatorial staffs has lead to mul�ple opportuni�es 
w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  n e w 
Interpreta�on Centre of IGRMS in Kom village in 
Manipur and future collabora�ve events with 
Manipur University. Moreover, in academic front also

we could organize some major collabora�ve 
seminars on issues having huge contemporary 
relevance. Actual as well as virtual visitors and our 
well wishers comments in social media regarding our 
wide range of ac�vi�es give us impetus to work 
harder towards taking innova�ve ini�a�ves and 
expanding new horizons as per our mandates.  
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VAADHYA: An Exhibi�on On Ethno-Musical Tradi�on of India
theme of exhibi�on. Prof. A Chellaperumal, 
Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, 
Pondicherry University delivered his lecture on 
'Ethno – Musical Instruments of South Indian tribal 
Communi�es'. In this lecture he gave a broad 
understanding on the anthropological insights into 
the understanding of ethnic-music and expressed the 
view and concerns of various scholars who have 
contributed in the field of Ethno-Musicology. Cultural 
programmes on performing art forms were 
organized for two days with the par�cipants of 38 
ar�sts from Assam and Tripura.

 IGRMS comes up with a new exhibi�on under 
the theme “VAADHYA”, an exhibi�on showcasing 
Ethno-Musical Instruments of India which was 
developed and opened in the Southern Regional 
Centre, Mysore. The exhibi�on was inaugurated by 
Prof. Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri, Director of IGRMS in the 
presence of dignitaries and member of various 
organiza�ons from the Regional Museum of Natural 
History, Anthropological Survey of India, the State 
Archaeology Department. The exhibi�on was 

th
opened for the public on 4  October 2016 at the 
centre. On this occasion, the Centre organised a 
Museum Popular Lecture contextualising with the 

Photographs 
depic�ng 

various 
displays in  

Exhibi�on on 
Ethno-

Musical
Tradi�on of 

India

5 Lime Extraction Demonstration

The ar�st 
from Andhra 
Pradesh 
demonstra�ng 
the extrac�on 
of lime

lime thus produced is used for pain�ngs houses and 
construc�on works from many a centuries. 
 This technique of lime extrac�on is unique 
and the knowledge of extrac�on is handed down 
from genera�ons to genera�ons. With the 
decreasing use of lime, extrac�on method is also 
losing its u�lity gradually.
 In order to upkeep and maintain the exis�ng 
exhibits in the tradi�onal technology exhibi�on of 
the museum, museum organises demonstra�on 
programme by invi�ng skilful ar�sts who could carry 
forward this indigenous knowledge to the younger 
genera�ons. 

 Tradi�onal technology exhibi�on of Indira 
Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya exhibits the 
various indigenous techniques used by the tribal and 
folk popula�on of various parts of our country. A 
team of tradi�onal ar�sans from Vizianagaram 
district, Andhra Pradesh renovated the exis�ng 
tradi�onal lime extrac�ng exhibi�on complex. The 
tradi�onal technology involved in the process of lime 
extrac�on from limestone using the tradi�onal 
hearth were demonstrated by the ar�sts to the 
general public a�er the renova�on work. In this 
technique coal is mixed with limestone and heated 
up to 1400 degree Celsius which results in 
transforma�on of coal into ash and melted lime. The  

Inaugura�on 
ceremony of 
lime 
extrac�on 
exhibi�on at 
Tradi�onal 
technology 
park
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Zazir- a 
tradi�onal 
smoking pipe 
decorated 
with papier 
machie cra�

shri D S Rao, 
ligh�ng the 
lamp during 
inaugura�on 
ceremony of 
zazir

Zazir / Hookah

Community:   Muslim
Area:    Jammu & Kashmir
Accession No-  98 - 693
Dimensions-   Length- 83cm, Width- 22cm

 Under the series of 'The exhibit  of the month' 
for the month of  December 2016 - “Zazir” a paper 
machie replica of tradi�onal smoking pipe from 
Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir is on display in the indoor 
exhibi�on building – Veethi Sankul. Present exhibit is 
a specimen represen�ng indigenously made water 
based smoking instrument. Locally known as Zazir in 
Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir, it is used by both men 
and women. Men of same caste or sub-caste gather 
around in evening to share a common zazir where 
they share and discuss social and other village 
ma�ers. In other parts of India especially Haryana 
and Rajasthan it is customary to offer zazir to the 
guest where it is considered as a part of hospitality. 
Regarding the origin it is believed that zazir had its 
origin from medieval India da�ng back to Mughal era 
especially during the rule of Mughal emperor Akbar 

th
in the late 16  century. As suggested by his royal 
physicians, it was invented as a media of reducing 
poten�al harm from smoking. It can be assumed that 
it first originated in India and may have 

spread to Persia where 
it is known as Narghile 
and then later on spread 
to Turkey. Zazir became 
a  p o p u l a r  s m o k i n g 
instrument in the areas 
where the Mughals had 
strong influence. The 
p o p u l a r i t y  a m o n g 
noblemen, this new 
smoking device soon 
became a status symbol 
f o r  t h e  I n d i a n 
aristocracy. Presently 
Z a z i r  i s  u s e d  a s  a 
decora�ve item by the 
people. This exhibit of 
the month is compiled 
by Shri Sarabjeet Singh 
Museum Associate of 
IGRMS.

December 2016

6Exhibit of the Month

NAVAGUNJARA

Community:   Chitrakar
Area:    Odisha
Accession No-  2013 - 489
Dimensions-   H = 32cm, L = 40cm, B = 12.5cm

 Under the series 'Exhibit of the Month' for 
October 2016 a tradi�onal object from Odisha - 
“Navagunjara” a wooden effigy with intricate mo�fs 
is on display in the indoor exhibi�on building Veethi 
Sankul. It was inaugurated by Mr. Jitendra Agrawal, 
IFS (PCCF-Wildlife, MP Government. From the 
sources it is learnt that in the Oriya Mahabharata 
episode Arujna voluntarily sought his 12 years of exile 
from Draupadi for his reluctant entry in her bedroom 
and went to Manibhadra Mountain. In order to 
examine Arjuna Lord Krishna appeared as 
Navagunjara, which had the head, neck, waist, hump, 
tail legs of different animals and a human hand 
holding a lotus. As a natural reac�on Arjuna took his 
bow to a�ack the monster with a social gesture but 
suddenly he no�ced the lotus in the monster's hand 
and lowered his bow. Krishna then appears to him 
and says that the Navagunjara is another of his forms, 
similar to the Viratsvarupa of the Bhagwad Gita”. The 
Navagunjara has symbolic representa�ons of the 
nine animals such as- the head of Rooster- awakening 

others around, could mean leadership quality too; 
the neck of a peacock- pride or beauty; the waist of 
lion- symbol of majesty; the hump of bull- purity or 
devo�on;  the tail of serpent- balance, symbol of 
Kundalini, balanced energies; the leg of an elephant- 
symbol of stability; leg of a �ger- symbol of speed; leg 
of an antelope- symbol of gentleness; hand of a 
human holding a lotus- symbol of spiritual quest. This 
exhibit of the month was compiled by Mr. Arun Kiro, 
Assistant Curator.

Shri Jitendra 
Agarwal, IFS 
ligh�ng the 

lamp during  
inaugura�on 

of Navagunjara

Miss Banita 
explaining the 
exhibi�on  to 

the guests

October 2016
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Heritage Corner at Govt. HSS, Parwalia Sadak

Heritage Corner

 Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya is 
awarding heritage corner exhibi�on to schools for 
promo�ng culture and heritage amongst the students 
with exemplary par�cipa�on in “Poubi Lai – The story 
of giant Python” exhibi�on and ac�vi�es. In this series, 
the second heritage corner was organised at Govt. 
Higher Secondary School, Parwalia Sadak, Bhopal. The 
exhibi�on focuses on diverse cultural heritage of 
North-East India. The exhibi�on  dedicated to the 
school on Monday 21 November, 2016. Introducing 
the exhibi�on, Prof. Chaudhuri said, “It is our moral 
responsibility to protect the  Indian culture. The 
museum is home to entertainment as well as informal

Students 
explaining 

their projects 
to the 

Museum 
officials

 inaugural 
event of the 
the Heritage 

Corner 
exhibi�on

Students  
taking a look 

in to the 
Exhibi�on

educa�on. Students of Govt. HSS, Parvaliya Sadak. 
Hence, this museum takes this pleasure to present the 
"Heritage Corner", an exhibi�on on India's North-
eastern states. The country's cultural heritage 
protec�on is now the responsibility of the present 
genera�on. If we love for our na�on's pride and 
iden�ty, then we must know things of socio-cultural 
importance and ensure that the changes in our 
tradi�ons don't affect our respect for them. The 
heritages in Manav Sangrahalaya mentally connect 
visitors with our na�onal integra�on”.

Students  
taking a look 

in to the 
Exhibi�on

9 Heritage Corner

''एक दै�याकार अजगर क� कहानी'' - पोउबी लाई धरोहर झरोखा

Nk;kfp=ksa dh enn ls fo'ks"k :i ls rS;kj dh xbZ] ;g çn'kZuh Nk;kfp=ksa dh enn ls fo'ks"k :i ls rS;kj dh xbZ] ;g çn'kZuh 
fo|kFkÊ o f'k{kd oxZ ds çfr vR;ar yksdfç; gS- fo|kFkÊ o f'k{kd oxZ ds çfr vR;ar yksdfç; gS- 

 lsaV Fksjslk fluh;j lsdaMªh Ldwy] Hkksiky esa ,d fo'ks"k  lsaV Fksjslk fluh;j lsdaMªh Ldwy] Hkksiky esa ,d fo'ks"k 
lekjksg esa laxzgky; ds dk;kZy; vè;{k Jh Mh ,l jko] Jh vkuan lekjksg esa laxzgky; ds dk;kZy; vè;{k Jh Mh ,l jko] Jh vkuan 
Vguxqfj;k rFkk MkW- ,l- ds- ik.Ms] lgk;d dhij dh mifLFkfr esa Vguxqfj;k rFkk MkW- ,l- ds- ik.Ms] lgk;d dhij dh mifLFkfr esa 
Ldwy ds çkpk;Z us èkjksgj >jks[ks dk mn~?kkVu fd;kLdwy ds çkpk;Z us èkjksgj >jks[ks dk mn~?kkVu fd;k

Nk;kfp=ksa dh enn ls fo'ks"k :i ls rS;kj dh xbZ] ;g çn'kZuh 
fo|kFkÊ o f'k{kd oxZ ds çfr vR;ar yksdfç; gS- 

 lsaV Fksjslk fluh;j lsdaMªh Ldwy] Hkksiky esa ,d fo'ks"k 
lekjksg esa laxzgky; ds dk;kZy; vè;{k Jh Mh ,l jko] Jh vkuan 
Vguxqfj;k rFkk MkW- ,l- ds- ik.Ms] lgk;d dhij dh mifLFkfr esa 
Ldwy ds çkpk;Z us èkjksgj >jks[ks dk mn~?kkVu fd;k

School 
children 
offering a 
prayer during 
the inaugural 
event

Children 
enjoying the 
Heritage 
Corner 
Exhibi�on in 
their School

Inaugura�on 
of Heritage 
Corner 
exhibi�on

Sri Ashok 
Sharma 
describing the 
events in 
photographs

 bfUnjk xkaèkh jk"Vªh; ekuo laxzgky; }kjk ,dy çkn'kZ  bfUnjk xkaèkh jk"Vªh; ekuo laxzgky; }kjk ,dy çkn'kZ 
çn'kZuh esa Hkkx ysus okys Ldwyksa esa ls mR—"V çfrHkkxh fo|ky;ksa ds çn'kZuh esa Hkkx ysus okys Ldwyksa esa ls mR—"V çfrHkkxh fo|ky;ksa ds 
fo|kfFkZ;ksa esa laL—fr vkSj èkjksgj ds çfr tkx:drk ds fodkl gsrq fo|kfFkZ;ksa esa laL—fr vkSj èkjksgj ds çfr tkx:drk ds fodkl gsrq 
çksRlkgu Lo:i gSfjVst dkuZlZ ¼ èkjksgj >jks[kk ½ HksV nsus dh çksRlkgu Lo:i gSfjVst dkuZlZ ¼ èkjksgj >jks[kk ½ HksV nsus dh 
Jaz[kyk ds varxZr Hksy fLFkr lsaV Fksjslk xYlZ Ldwy] Hkksiky dks Jaz[kyk ds varxZr Hksy fLFkr lsaV Fksjslk xYlZ Ldwy] Hkksiky dks 
gsfjVst dkuZj dh HksaV nh xbZAgsfjVst dkuZj dh HksaV nh xbZA

 mYys[kuh; gS fd laxzgky; }kjk tuojh ls Qjojh 2016  mYys[kuh; gS fd laxzgky; }kjk tuojh ls Qjojh 2016 
ds eè; iksÅch ykbZ& ,d nSR;kdkj vtxj dh dgkuh uked ,dy ds eè; iksÅch ykbZ& ,d nSR;kdkj vtxj dh dgkuh uked ,dy 
çn'kZ çn'kZuh dk vk;kstu Ldwyh cPpks ds fy, fo'ks"k xfrfofèk;ksa çn'kZ çn'kZuh dk vk;kstu Ldwyh cPpks ds fy, fo'ks"k xfrfofèk;ksa 
ds lkFk fd;k x;k Fkk- ml dk;ZØe esa fo|kfFkZ;ks }kjk çfrHkkfxrk ds lkFk fd;k x;k Fkk- ml dk;ZØe esa fo|kfFkZ;ks }kjk çfrHkkfxrk 
ds vkèkkj ij iqjLdkj Lo#i gsfjVst dkuZj Nk;kfp= çn'kZfu;kW ds vkèkkj ij iqjLdkj Lo#i gsfjVst dkuZj Nk;kfp= çn'kZfu;kW 
çnku dh tkuh Fkh- fo|kfFkZ;ks dks iwokZsrj Hkkjr dh laL—fr vkSj çnku dh tkuh Fkh- fo|kfFkZ;ks dks iwokZsrj Hkkjr dh laL—fr vkSj 
ogka  ds  yksxks  dh thou  'kSyh ls ifjfpr djkus  gsrq yxHkx 30 ogka  ds  yksxks  dh thou  'kSyh ls ifjfpr djkus  gsrq yxHkx 30 

 bfUnjk xkaèkh jk"Vªh; ekuo laxzgky; }kjk ,dy çkn'kZ 
çn'kZuh esa Hkkx ysus okys Ldwyksa esa ls mR—"V çfrHkkxh fo|ky;ksa ds 
fo|kfFkZ;ksa esa laL—fr vkSj èkjksgj ds çfr tkx:drk ds fodkl gsrq 
çksRlkgu Lo:i gSfjVst dkuZlZ ¼ èkjksgj >jks[kk ½ HksV nsus dh 
Jaz[kyk ds varxZr Hksy fLFkr lsaV Fksjslk xYlZ Ldwy] Hkksiky dks 
gsfjVst dkuZj dh HksaV nh xbZA

 mYys[kuh; gS fd laxzgky; }kjk tuojh ls Qjojh 2016 
ds eè; iksÅch ykbZ& ,d nSR;kdkj vtxj dh dgkuh uked ,dy 
çn'kZ çn'kZuh dk vk;kstu Ldwyh cPpks ds fy, fo'ks"k xfrfofèk;ksa 
ds lkFk fd;k x;k Fkk- ml dk;ZØe esa fo|kfFkZ;ks }kjk çfrHkkfxrk 
ds vkèkkj ij iqjLdkj Lo#i gsfjVst dkuZj Nk;kfp= çn'kZfu;kW 
çnku dh tkuh Fkh- fo|kfFkZ;ks dks iwokZsrj Hkkjr dh laL—fr vkSj 
ogka  ds  yksxks  dh thou  'kSyh ls ifjfpr djkus  gsrq yxHkx 30 
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The Tribes of Pachmarhi: Some Anthropological Observa�ons by Dr. P. Sankara Rao

Tribal life of 
Panchmarhi at 
a glance-  
house type, 
people and 
their ac�vi�es

 Dr. P. Sankara Rao, Assistant Keeper, along 
with his team of IGRMS officials visited Pachmarhi 
bio-reserve areas of Madhya Pradesh to explore and 
conduct anthropological study of the tribe of 
Panchmarhi. Based on this field work, Dr. Rao 
delivered a Curatorial Talk on “The Tribes of 
Panchmarhi: some Anthropological Observa�ons” on 
18/11/2016 at the conference hall of the museum. 

Beginning with the toponymy of Panchmari that 
locally described as Panch Ma�, or five huts,   is
derived from five ancient caves, actually located on 
the hills of the Satpura range in Hoshangabad district 
of Madhya Pradesh, Dr Rao explains about the life 
and people, their biological and cultural rela�onship 
with the given geographical se�ngs of the beau�ful 
ranges of hills. “According to Hindu mythological 
tradi�on, these caves are one of the places at which 
the Pandava brothers sojourned during the period of 
their wanderings” said Dr. Rao. He explained about 
the ethnography, environment  and religion including 
oral  tradi�ons such as  folktales,  legends, 
supers��ons and myths which are reflected to the 
community through individual and group behaviour. 
He conducted his study among the nine tribal villages 
including hamlets, mainly inhabited by the 
indigenous tribes such as Gonds, Korku, Bharia and 
Mavasi etc. His lecture also explains the process of 
change that geared up through contacts with 
outsiders in different ways. During the talk, Dr Rao 
also gave descrip�ve anthropological account of the 
tribes of Pachmarhi. The study was conducted during 
the month of May, 2014 and the talk was based on the 
primary data collected by him from the field through 
interview and par�cipant observa�on method.

10Film Screening cum Lecture 

‘हम �च� बनात े ह�'

 ^bfa njk xk¡èkh jk"Vªh; ekuo lxa gz ky; ea s ,u bofuxa  foFk  ^bfa njk xk¡èkh jk"Vªh; ekuo lxa gz ky; ea s ,u bofuxa  foFk 
:LVj 'kh"kdZ  ls vkb-Z vkb-Z  Vh ckEcs dh Qds YVh lJq h uhuk lcukuh :LVj 'kh"kdZ  ls vkb-Z vkb-Z  Vh ckEcs dh Qds YVh lJq h uhuk lcukuh 
ds O;k[;ku] ^ge fp= cukrs g*aS  uked fQYe ds çn'kuZ  rFkk Hkhy ds O;k[;ku] ^ge fp= cukrs g*aS  uked fQYe ds çn'kuZ  rFkk Hkhy 
tutkrh; dykdkjka s grs q fo'k"s k dk;'Z kkyk dk vk;kts u fnukda  16 tutkrh; dykdkjka s grs q fo'k"s k dk;'Z kkyk dk vk;kts u fnukda  16 
ls 20 uoEcj] 2016 ds e/; fd;k x;kA ̂ge fp= cukrs g*aS  eè;çn's k ls 20 uoEcj] 2016 ds e/; fd;k x;kA ̂ge fp= cukrs g*aS  eè;çn's k 
ds Hkhy lenq k; ds mnH~ ko feFkd dk fp=kRed fu:i.k gAS  Hkhy ds Hkhy lenq k; ds mnH~ ko feFkd dk fp=kRed fu:i.k gAS  Hkhy 
lenq k; ds fy;s fp= cukuk itw k djus dh rjg gS vkjS  ;g fQYe lenq k; ds fy;s fp= cukuk itw k djus dh rjg gS vkjS  ;g fQYe 
bls gh O;k[;kf;r djrh gAS  Hkhy dykdkj Jh 'kjs  flga  rFkk fQYe bls gh O;k[;kf;r djrh gAS  Hkhy dykdkj Jh 'kjs  flga  rFkk fQYe 
fuek=Z h lJq h uhuk lcukuh ds vkilh lg;kxs  ls fuferZ  bl fQYe fuek=Z h lJq h uhuk lcukuh ds vkilh lg;kxs  ls fuferZ  bl fQYe 
ea s nkus ks us feydj dFkk okpu ds rjhds ryk'ks gASa uhuk lcukuh vkbZ ea s nkus ks us feydj dFkk okpu ds rjhds ryk'ks gASa uhuk lcukuh vkbZ 
vkbZ Vh ckEcs ds bMa fLVª;y fMtkbu lVas j ea s çkQs ls j ds :i es vkbZ Vh ckEcs ds bMa fLVª;y fMtkbu lVas j ea s çkQs ls j ds :i es 
dk;jZ r ,d dykdkj rFkk dFkkdkj gAaS  blds mijkra  Hkkis ky ea sdk;jZ r ,d dykdkj rFkk dFkkdkj gAaS  blds mijkra  Hkkis ky ea s
fuokljr~ Hkhy lenq k; ds lnL;ka s grs q vk/kfq ud lpa kj lk/kuka s ,oa fuokljr~ Hkhy lenq k; ds lnL;ka s grs q vk/kfq ud lpa kj lk/kuka s ,oa 
midj.kka s ds i;z kxs  ij ,d ifz 'k{k.k dk;'Z kkyk Hkh vk;kfs tr dh xbAZmidj.kka s ds i;z kxs  ij ,d ifz 'k{k.k dk;'Z kkyk Hkh vk;kfs tr dh xbAZ

 ^bfa njk xk¡èkh jk"Vªh; ekuo lxa gz ky; ea s ,u bofuxa  foFk 
:LVj 'kh"kdZ  ls vkb-Z vkb-Z  Vh ckEcs dh Qds YVh lJq h uhuk lcukuh 
ds O;k[;ku] ^ge fp= cukrs g*aS  uked fQYe ds çn'kuZ  rFkk Hkhy 
tutkrh; dykdkjka s grs q fo'k"s k dk;'Z kkyk dk vk;kts u fnukda  16 
ls 20 uoEcj] 2016 ds e/; fd;k x;kA ̂ge fp= cukrs g*aS  eè;çn's k 
ds Hkhy lenq k; ds mnH~ ko feFkd dk fp=kRed fu:i.k gAS  Hkhy 
lenq k; ds fy;s fp= cukuk itw k djus dh rjg gS vkjS  ;g fQYe 
bls gh O;k[;kf;r djrh gAS  Hkhy dykdkj Jh 'kjs  flga  rFkk fQYe 
fuek=Z h lJq h uhuk lcukuh ds vkilh lg;kxs  ls fuferZ  bl fQYe 
ea s nkus ks us feydj dFkk okpu ds rjhds ryk'ks gASa uhuk lcukuh vkbZ 
vkbZ Vh ckEcs ds bMa fLVª;y fMtkbu lVas j ea s çkQs ls j ds :i es 
dk;jZ r ,d dykdkj rFkk dFkkdkj gAaS  blds mijkra  Hkkis ky ea s
fuokljr~ Hkhy lenq k; ds lnL;ka s grs q vk/kfq ud lpa kj lk/kuka s ,oa 
midj.kka s ds i;z kxs  ij ,d ifz 'k{k.k dk;'Z kkyk Hkh vk;kfs tr dh xbAZ

Tribal Ar�st Shri 
Sher singh 

expressing  his 
views during 

the interac�ve 
session

Prof. Neena Sabnani 

Screening of 
the anima�on 
film at IGRMS

Staff of IGRMS 
interac�ng 

with the 
Speaker
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Francaise Ms Patrica Poupon in the month of 
November 2016. The curators of the Museum, Shri 
Arun Kiro, Dr. Rakesh Nayal, Dr. Sankara Rao and 
Project Engineer Shri Ajay Shrivastava along with 
other officials guided him to the open air Museum 
exhibi�on Tribal habitat. Museum Memento was also 
presented to the Guest on this occasion.

 Under the Ministry of External Affairs and 
HUDCO, Govt. of India, 24 trainees from 16 countries - 
Egypt, Ghana, Russia, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Sudan, 
Afghanistan, Sri-Lanka, Uganda, Cambodia, Nepal, 
Cameroon, Congo, Malawi, Mauri�us & Kenya, 
undergoing  tra ining  at  Human Se�lement 
Management Ins�tute, New Delhi visited the Indira 
Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya, Bhopal on a 
special guided tour of the museum. The visit began 
with a warm recep�on and introduc�on with Prof. 
Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri, Director, IGRMS. A visual 
introduc�on of IGRMS through a short documentary 
film was screened on the occasion to provide a 
glimpse on the introduc�on of the museum. Guided 
tour was organised at different exhibi�on areas of the 
museum. In an interac�on with the trainees, Ms. 
Aleksandra Pannikova from Russia said “we will put 
efforts to develop a similar museum in our region. It is 
an impeccable reflec�on of Indian society, which 
cannot be compared”. Mr. Norman Rugumya from 
Uganda thanked Ministry of External Affairs and said 
we request MoEA to organize more such programmes 
enabling us visit such cultural heritages of India.

 Dr. Bertrand de Har�ngh, Counsellor for 
corpora�on and Cultural Affairs at the French Embassy 
visited IGRMS along with Director of Alliance

 'It makes me feel very bad that why did not I 
come here before; it is my first visit to India and I am 
glad that I could come to Bhopal. I am to recollect my 
mother's memories who is of 83 and cannot travel' 
said Ms. Saadat Turkoz, a renowned vocalist of 
Turkish origin se�led in Switzerland. In a special visit 
to the Ethno-music gallery of the museum, Ms. 
Saadat shared that her mother spent a part of her 
child-hood in lslamnagar and Kazee camp as Kazak 
refugees. She o�en tells us about the city of Bhopal 
where big lake located, memories of Chowk Bazar 
where she used to sell hand-made caps are s�ll alive. 
Being a professional vocalist Ms. Saadat has come to 
India for exchange in field of music. She felt this visit a 
very memorable tour and conveyed her appraisal of 
remarks on Museum's collec�on and display being 
set up quite congenial with the mesmerising natural 
beauty of Bhopal.

Visit of renowned vocalist

A view of the 
guided tour 

organised by 
the museum 

for the 
scholars from 

abroad

13 Museum Visit

Special visit of Tribal students

 Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya 
organised a special three day trip for tribal students 
of Betul district. The special trip was conducted under 
'Special visit of Tribal students' a programme of 
IGRMS. Accordingly this year 50 students  from Govt. 
Hostel, Betul visited IGRMS, where all arrangements 
(including food and lodging) had been arranged by 
IGRMS. Students visited Himalayan Village, Rock Art 
Shelter, Mythological Trail, Veethi Sankul (Indoor 
exhibi�on), Tribal Habitat, Avri� Bhawan, coastal 
village. The students were guided by the staff of the 
museum for a smooth and educa�ve purpose.

Students 
interac�ng 
with the 
Po�ers from 
Majuli, Assam 
and taking a 
look in to the 
exhibi�on

Students in a 
guided tour to 
the Ethnic-
music gallery 
of IGRMS

Director 
IGRMS, 
addressing the 
students 
during their 
educa�onal 
tour at IGRMS
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 इं�दरा गांधी रा���य मानव सं�हालय, भोपाल रा���य 

एकता एवं �वल�त �ाय परंत मह�वपण � सां�क�तक पर�पराओ ं के ु ु ू ृ

सा�वेज और पनज��वकरण हेत शोध एवं ��श�ण को बढ़ावा देने ु ु

तथा अतंर सं�था�नक संबंध बनाने हेत ��याषील है। इसी तारत�य ु

म� भारतीय वन �बंधन सं�थान, भोपाल के �नातको�र काय�� म 

के �व�या�थय� � ने मानव सं�हालय का अवलोकन �कया। छा�-

छा�ाओ ं ने समाज और रा�य �यव�था कोस � के अतंगत�  डॉ य.के. ु

सरमा और डॉ आशीष ड�ेवड के नेत�व म� भाग �लया। मानव ृ

सं�हालय ने हमेशा इस �कार सीखने और समझने क� ���या 

�ो�सा�हत करत ेहए सहयोग �दान �कया है। इस अवसर पर मानव ु
सं�हालय के �यरेटो�रअल �वगं के मानव व�ैा�नक� ने �व�या�थय� � ू

का मागद� शन�  �कया।

Museum Visit

 इ�ंदरा गाधंी रा���य मानव स�ंहालय, भोपाल म� स�ंहालय 

श�ै�णक काय�� म के तहत डॉ. योगशे शमा� के नते�व म� सागर ृ

इिं�ट�यट ऑफ साइसं एडं टे�नोलॉजी, भोपाल के 350 छा�-ू

छा�ाओ ंने मानव स�ंहालय के म�ताकाश �द�शन� ी म� ि�थत ु

�व�भ�न जनजा�तयो के आवास �कार को अपने अकाद�मक 

आव�कताओ ं के अनसार अवलोकन �कया तथा �द�श�� नय� के ु

मा�यम से भारत क� पार�प�रक जीवन श�ैलय� क� �वशषेताओ, 

हजार� वष� से पो�षत �थानीय �ान तथा न�ैतक म�य� को जाना ू

साथ ह� �थानीय म�य� और पर�पराओ के अभतपव � �वनाश के ��त ू ू ू

लोग� को सचते करने क� ���या म� मानव स�ंहालय के योगदान को 

भारतीय सामाज के �लए मह�वपण � माना। इस अवसर पर मानव ू

स�ंहालय के व�र�ठ मानव व�ैा�नक� ने �व�या�थय� � का मागद� शन�  

�कया।

सागर इंि�ट�यट ऑफ साइंस एंड टे�नोलॉजी के �व�या�थय� �ू

का सं�हालय �मण:

भारतीय वन �बंधन सं�थान, भोपाल के �व�या�थय� � का

सं�हालय �मण  bafnjk xkaèkh jk"Vªh; ekuo laxzgky; esa vk#f"k laLFkk ds 
lg;ksx ls fnukad 3 fnlEcj] 2016 dks fo'o fodykax fnol ds 
volj ij ,d fo'ks"k dk;ZØe dk vk;kstu fd;k x;kA bl volj 
ij fnO;kax cPpksa gsrq fofo/k euksjatukRed xfrfof/k;ksa lfgr 
laxzgky; dh eqDrkdk'k izn'kZuh ikjaifjd rduhdh ij czsy fyfi 
esa ,d ,Yce dk foekspu fd;k x;kA ,Yce ikjaifjd rduhd 
eqäkdk'k çn'kZuh ds fofHkUu çkn'kksZ dk czsy fyfi esa o.kZu ij 
vkèkkfjr gS rkfd us=ghu n'kZd Hkh bl çn'kZuh dks le> ldsaA bl 
volj ij Jh v#.k fdjks us dgk Þczsy i)fr ,d rjg dh fyfi gS] 
ftldks foÜo Hkj esa us=ghuksa dks i<+us vkSj fy[kus esa Nwdj O;ogkj 
esa yk;k tkrk gSA laxzgky; }kjk fodykax n'kZdksa ds fy, laxzgky; 
Hkze.k dks lgt cukus fd fn'kk esa ;g ,d vkSj egRoiw.kZ dne gSßA 

छई-छ�पा-छई: �द�यांग ब�च� को सम�पत�  �वषषे  काय�� म

bl volj ij vk#f"k ifjokj ds Jh dey us f}Hkk"kh; czsy dks 
i<+dj Hkh lquk;kA

 bl volj ij vk;ksftr fp=dyk] Liwu jsl] ps;j jsl] 
fgV nk VkjxsV] Oghyps;j jsl vkfn çfr;ksfxrkvksa esa fodykax 
cPpks us Hkkx fy;kA bl volj ij cM+h la[;k esa ekStwn 
vfHkHkkodksa] okysafV;lZ] v#f"k o bafnjk xkaèkh jk"Vªh; ekuo 
laxzgky;] Hkksiky ds lnL; rFkk n'kZdksa us cPpksa dk mRlkg o/kZu 
fd;kA çfr;ksfxrkvksa ds i'pkr laxzgky; }kjk gj çfr;ksfxrk ds 
'kh"kZ rhu fotsrkvksa dks udn iqjLdkj nsdj lEekfur fd;k x;kA

International Day of People With Disabilities
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 laxzgky; us 26 uoEcj 2016 dks çks- fu'kk nqcs foHkkxkè;{k 

fofèk foHkkx] cjdrqYykg foÜofo|ky; }kjk fo'ks"k O;k[;ku ds 

lkFk lafoèkku fnol euk;k- bl volj ij çks- nqcs us vius 

mn~cksèku esa laoSèkkfud ewY;ksa dks c<+kok nsus ds fy, lafoèkku dh ewy 

çLrkouk dks mifLFkr n'kZdksa dks le>krs gq, dgk fd ges lafoèkku 

ds çfr] mldh vkRek vkSj çLrkouk ds çfr] tutkx`fr QSykus dh 

vko';drk gS vxj yksx lafoèkku dh vkRek dks le> x, vkSj 

mues lafoèkku esa of.kZr drZO;ksa ds çfr tkx`fr vk xbZ rks gekjh 

cgqr lkjh leL;k,¡ Lor% gh lqy> tk;saxhA dk;ZØe ds çkjaHk esa 

lafoèkku dh çLrkouk dk okpu Jh lqèkhj JhokLro] çdk'ku 

vfèkdkjh }kjk fd;k x;kA èkU;okn Kkiu Jh nhid dqekj pkSèkjh] 

laj{k.k ,lksfl,V }kjk fd;k x;kA

सं�हालय म� सं�वधान �दवस का आयोजन

17 Conferences And Seminars

 The 4th Interna�onal conference on North-east 
India was organised by the Indira Gandhi Rashtriya 
Manav Sangrahalaya, Bhopal in collabora�on with the 
Sikkim University at the University campus on 24th Nov 
2016. The conference was held for three days under the 
theme- “Re-framing India's North-East -People Power 
and Perspec�ves”. The Seminar was inaugurated by 
Prof. T.B. Subba, Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor of Sikkim 
University. Prof. A C Sinha , Dr J W Fernandez, Prof Bengt 
Karlsson and other dignitaries. were also present Shri 
Arun Kiro, Asst Curator represented Indira Gandhi 
Rashtriya Manav, Bhopal. A photographic exhibi�on on 
North- East India curated by Prof Bengt was also 
organised during the conference. The three days 
seminar covers thirteen technical sessions where 
around hundred papers were presented by the scholars, 
researchers and social scien�sts  from India and abroad.

Interna�onal North-East conference

A view of the 
guided tour 
organised by 
the museum 
for the 
scholars from 
abroad
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Interna�onal Seminar on Anthropological Research in North East India: Retrospect and Prospect 
 The  Indira  Gandhi  Rashtr iya  Manav 
Sangrahalaya, Bhopal in collabora�on with the Dept. 
of Anthropology, Manipur University, Indian 
'Anthropologica l  Society,  Kolkata  and the 
Anthropological Society Manipur jointly have 

th
organised the 46  Annual Congress of the Indian 
Anthropological Society at the Department of 

th thAnthropology, Manipur University from 8  to 11  
November 2016. Hon'ble Dr. Najma Heptulla, Her 
Excellency, the Governor of Manipur graced the 
inaugural func�on as the Chief Guest. Dr. Kh. Ratan 
Kumar, Hon'ble Minister, Educa�on & Transport, 
Manipur, Prof. Adya Prasad Pandey, Vice Chancellor, 
Manipur University, a�ended the func�on as Guest of 
Honour. Prof. Rajat Kan� Das, President, Indian 
Anthropological Society, Kolkata, presided the 
func�on. Prof. W.Nabakumar, Dep�. of Anthropology, 
Manipur University delivered Key Note address on 
the occasion. A Souvenir and Book of Abstract was 

Delegates 
par�cipa�ng 

the 
Interna�onal 

Seminar at 
Manipur 

University

Prof. Sarit 
Kumar 

Chaudhuri, 
Director 
IGRMS 

speaking on 
the inaugural 
event of the 

Interna�onal 
Seminar
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Na�onal Seminar - Tribal Livelihood: Status, Challenges and Possibili�es

Conferences And Seminars

graced the occasion as the Chief Guest of the inaugural 
session. Speaking on the occasion, he pointed out that 
focus should be made on the applied aspect of 
knowledge. He said, when we look at the livelihood of 
the tribal, we should give a�en�on on the happiness 
index, availability of opportuni�es, social support, 
healthy life expectancy, freedom of life choices. Prof. 
S.R Mondal, Chair Professor of Anthropology and 
Sociology, Centre for Himalayan Studies, University of 
North Bengal, Darjeeling and Prof. Sarit Kumar 
Chaudhuri, Director, Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav 
Sangharalaya, Bhopal graced the occasion as the 
Special Guest in the inaugural session. Prof. S.R 
Mondal said that while discussing tribes and tribal life 
we must enquire theore�cal and empirical issues with 
conceptual clarity. Prof. Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri 
highlighted that when we look at tribal development, 
ques�on of economy and livelihood remains at the 
core. Guest of honour of the inaugural session Prof. Y.S 
Sisodia, Madhya Pradesh Ins�tute of Social Science 
Research, Ujjain highlighted that there is a lack of 
delivery mechanism when we talk of tribal 
development issue. He urged that engagement of 
tribals in decision making is very important.

 Rajiv Gandhi Chair in Contemporary Studies, 
Barkatullah University, Bhopal in collabora�on with 
Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya, Bhopal 
organised a two days Na�onal seminar on Tribal 
Livelihood: Status, Challenges and Possibili�es from 6-
7th December 2016 at the Department of Sociology, 
Barkatullah University, Bhopal. Prof. S.N. Chaudhary in 
his Welcome Address gave a brief introduc�on about 
the seminar explaining the concept and philosophy of 
tribal livelihood in the changing scenario and 
dimensions of their social life. In the inaugural session, 
key note address was delivered by Prof. M.N.Karna, Ex 
Director, A.N.Sinha Ins�tute of Social Studies, Patna. 
He delivered his address with special reference to 
livelihood issue of tribes of North-East India.
 The Inaugural session was presided over by the 
Hon'ble Vice Chancellor of Barkatullah University, 
Bhopal- Dr. M.D. Tiwari. In his address he highlighted 
that seminar is very relevant in the contemporary 
scenario and efforts should be made to improve the 
livelihood of the tribal through such discussion and 
discourses which would be useful for policy makers 
and planners. Dr. Hitesh Bajpai, Chairman, Madhya 
Pradesh  State Civil  Supplies  Corpora�on  Ltd,  Bhopal 

Na�onal 
Seminar at the 
Barkatullah 
University, 
Bhopal
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'Sacred Tree in Tradi�onal Serbian Culture'

tradi�onal  culture  of  the  Slavs  is  the  most revered 
tree connected with the God of thunder Perun and 
symbolizes power, strength. Sacred trees are called as 
'Zapis' by the Serbs (Serbians)”. She also compared 
religious signs on sacred trees in Serbia with Swas�k 
signs on trees in India. The programme was 
coordinated by Mrs. Garima Anand, Museum 
Associate and Shri Arun Kiro, Assistant Curator, 
presented vote of thanks.

 Museum organised another Museum Popular 
Lecture for its audiences in the series on 8th 
December, 2016. The lecture was on an interes�ng 
topic 'Sacred Tree in Tradi�onal Serbian Culture'. The 
lecture was delivered by Dr. Zoja Karanovic, re�red 
Professor, Temerin, Serbia and it was chaired by Prof 
Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri, Director, IGRMS. 
 Dr Karanovic explained that sacred trees in 
Serbian culture are immensely important. She said 
“Tree is one of the oldest symbols, one of the basic 
elements in modelling of the world. Universal 
mediator - at the same �me it relates to the top 
(God), medium (people) and bo�om, chthonic 
(ancestors)   worlds”.   She  further  said   “Oak  in  the 

Dr. Zoja Karanovic - M.A. in Literature and Folklore and 
Ph.D. from the University of Novi Sad Prof. Zoja Karanovic's 
main area of research is folklore, tradi�onal poetry and 
folk narra�on, South Slavic Literature, Serbian and Slavic 
Culture, Myths and Mythology. She has been carrying out 
research on herbs and plants in tradi�onal culture for last 
few years. Prof. Zoja has also served as Visi�ng Professor in 
various universi�es like University of Delhi, University of 
Michigan and had been associated with various 
interna�onal educa�onal ins�tutes and universi�es 
including Central University, Jharkhand during their field 
work in tribal areas. She also has wri�en several books and 
research ar�cles on plants and herb in tradi�onal culture.

Dr. Zoja 
Karanovic 
delivering 
lecture at the 
Museum 
Conference 
Hall

Dr. Zoja Karanovic
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‘Myths, Similes and Memory Traces: Imageries of Abduc�on in the Ramayana Universe'

oral descrip�on. Where they have painted prominent 
characters of Ramayana viz Lakshmana and Sita 
which are depicted through clouds, sounds etc. 
Professor Cha�erjee described that the characters in 
the pain�ng for depic�on of ladies singing with 
musical instrument Bana are unique.
 Ci�ng an episode from the local version of 
Ramayana in the pain�ng where Sita along with her 
seven sisters came down from Indralok (heaven) and 
took bath in the lake and a Bramha flower began to 
bloom on their head; the depic�on of which in the 
pain�ngs of Pradhan tribe was an excep�onal theme 
in terms of their expression and presenta�on. “The 
stories may be variegated, interes�ng and some�mes 
unheard”, One can also find a story of Laxmana being 
undertaken Agni Pariksha”, she added. Similarly, 
Professor Cha�erjee also cited examples from 
tradi�onal pain�ngs from Gond which reflect many 
versions from many scenes of Ramayana besides the 
scenes men�oned above.

 Dr. Roma Cha�erjee, Professor, Delhi School 
of Economics, Delhi University spoke on 'Myths, 
Similes and Memory Traces: Imageries of Abduc�on 
in the Ramayana Universe'. The lecture was chaired 
by Director, IGRMS, Prof. Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri. 
Introducing the Pradhans who are a major-sub tribe 
of Gond tribe of Madhya Pradesh & Chha�sgarh, she 
informed that her research is grounded with in-depth 
study and analysis of the tribal pain�ngs done by Shri 
Venkat, Shri Anand, Smt Kala Bai and Shri Magru. She 
found that every painter has painted expanded 
stories based on legends of Ramayana learnt through 

Dr. Roma 
Cha�arjee, 

interac�ng the 
audience 

during the 
lecture

Dr. Roma Cha�erjee

Prof. Sarit K. 
Chaudhuri, 

Director 
IGRMS, 

chairing the 
lecture
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Screening Documentary Film on life and works of Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel

 Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya, 
Bhopal organised screening of a documentary film 
based on life and works of Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel. 
Vallabhbhai Patel (October 31, 1875 – December 15, 
1950) was a poli�cal and social leader of India who 
played a major role in the country's struggle for 
independence and subsequently guided its 
integra�on into a united, independent na�on. Soon 
a�er the Indian Independence, from the 565 princely 
states, some of which were ruled by Maharajas and 
the Nawabs, started believing they would become 
independent rulers of their kingdoms as in the 

Pre-Bri�sh era. They argued that the government of 
free India should treat them as equals. It was Sardar 
Patel's insight, wisdom and diplomacy that drove 
sense into the minds of the monarchs who agreed 
accession to the Indian Republic. He is called the "Iron 
Man of India", and o�en addressed as "Sardar" which 
means "Chief" or "Leader" in many languages of 
India. His birth anniversary is celebrated as Na�onal 
Unity Day.

A glimpse of 
the museum 

officials taking 
a pride watch 

on the 
screening of 

Documentary 
Film on Sardar 

Vallabh Bhai 
Patel

23

सतक� ता जाग�कता स�ताह ईमानदार� और पारद�शत� ा क� शपथ

Vigilance Awareness Week

 इि�दरा गांधी रा���य मानव सं�हालय म� �दनांक 31 

अ�टबर से 05 नव�बर, 2016 तक सतक� ता जाग�कता स�ताह ू

का आयोजन �कया गया था । �दनांक 31 अ�टबर, 2016 ू

सं�हालय के �नदेशक, �ो. स�रत कमार चौधर�, ने सभी ु ु

अ�धका�रय� कमच� ा�रय� को पण � ईमानदार� व पारद�शत� ा के साथ ू

काय � करने एवं रा���य एकता शपथ �दलाई। इस अवसर पर 

संबो�धत करत ेहए उ�ह�ने कहा �क “हमे अपने कायक� लाप� के ु

��येक �े� म� ईमानदार� और पारद�शत� ा बनाये रखने के �लए 

�नरंतर �य�नशील रहना चा�हए एवं जीवन के ��येक �े� से 

��टाचार उ�मलन करने के �लए �नबा�ध �प से काय � करना होगा ू

साथ ह� अपने सं�हालय के �वकास और ��त�ठा के ��त सचेत 

रहत ेहए साम�हक �यास� �वारा सं�हालय को गौरवशाल� बनाएंगे ूु

तथा अपने देशवा�सय� को �सदांतो पर आधा�रत सेवा �दान कर�गे“।

 इसी कड़ी म� सं�हालय म� ''��टाचार उ�मलन एवं रा���य ू

एकता बढ़ाने म� जन-भागीदार� का योगदान'' �वषय पर �नबंध 

लेखन ��तयो�गता का आयोजन भी �कया गया।

Dr. Roma 
Cha�arjee, 
interac�ng the 
audience 
during the 
lecture

Dr. Roma 
Cha�arjee, 
interac�ng the 
audience 
during the 
lecture
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Photography Workshop
the Photography Unit of the Museum imparted training to 
them. The students of the Museum school run by the 
Parwarish Sansthan were exposed to the various beau�ful 
loca�ons including exhibi�on areas in the museum campus 
especially open air exhibi�on. It was first �me that the 
children got a marvellous opportunity to learn the art of 
photography commanded by the experts from Indira 
Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya. The children were 
taught about many aspects of photographical tools and how 
to handle the camera as well. The School has been a 
recipient of the UNESCO Educa�on Innova�on Award 2016. 

 In celebra�ng children day, Indira Gandhi Rashtriya 
Manav Sangrahalaya, Bhopal in collabora�on with the 
Parvarish Sansthan organised a Photography Workshop for 

thunderprivileged students of Museum School on 14  
November 2016 on the theme of “My Museum My 
School”. This was for the �me that this kind of unique 
ac�vity was undertaken by this museum where an 
opportunity could be provided to the sec�on of children 
who are mostly deprived of many such facili�es. In this 
workshop, children between age group of 12 to 16 years 
par�cipated where Sri. Tapas Kumar Biswas, Photographic 
Officer, Sri Sunil Alpuria, Sr. Photographer, and all the staff of 

Officials of 
IGRMS 
impar�ng 
training to the 
students 
during the 
Photography 
Workshop at 
IGRMS 

24Vigilance Awareness Week

Special lecture

Kumar Chaudhuri said “In this week we need to 
recognize difficult rules and procedures and ease 
them up for public with help of enforcement agencies 
followed by informing about those to the employees 
and decide accountability and promote ethical 
prac�ces. In the valedictory func�on of the Vigilance 
Awareness Week, Cer�ficates were awarded to the 
winners who par�cipated in different ac�vi�es 
organised during the Vigilance Week.

 A special lecture on “Necessary Measures for 
Preven�ng of Corrup�on” was organised by the 
Museum during the Vigilance Awareness Week. 
Deputy Commissioner (Vigilance) of Income Tax, Smt. 
Bhawna Singh was the key speaker. Mrs. Singh 
explained the at length and expressed that we are 
living in a digital world now, which has acute level of 
transparency, it is near impossible for anyone to hide 
informa�on. “The public par�cipa�on is essen�al not 
only for preven�on of corrup�on; it is the key 
element of all government schemes. In this 
genera�on of social media the awareness about 
rights and jus�ce is increasing rapidly”, she added. 
Speaking on this occasion, Director, IGRMS, Prof Sarit  

Sri. Sudhir 
Shrivastava, 
Publica�on 

Officer, IGRMS 
proposing Vote 

of Thanks 

Prof. Sarit K. 
Chaudhuri 
sharing his 

views in the 
programme

Smt. Bhawna 
Singh , Dy. 

Commissioner, 
Income Tax 
delivering a 

lecture

Sri. Deepak 
Chaudhari, 
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IGRMS  
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programme of 

lecture
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Maa� GHAR: A Po�ery Workshop
 Museum organised a workshop �tled 'Maa� Ghar' 
devoted to the po�ery cra� tradi�ons of the North-east 
India from 10th to 30th December 2016 in its campus to 
develop a new open air exhibi�on showcasing the Po�ery 
tradi�ons of India. Total twenty five ar�sts from the states 
of Assam and Manipur  par�cipated in the first phase. 
 The following three exhibits from Assam and 
Manipur were successfully developed during this workshop. 

Fes�ve Tower of Pots
Community: Meitei
Area: Andro Village, Dis�: Imphal East
State: Manipur

 The unique installa�on of a 'Po�ery Tower' in 
the museum came from the Andro Po�ers of 
Manipur. The imposing structure of po�ery tower 
marks the beginning of a grand social fes�val. Po�ery 
cra� in this village is prac�ced only by married 
women and they have discrete social beliefs and 
prac�ces. Pot as an item of offering is used in many 
social func�ons. Andro villagers erected one of the 
tallest towers in the village as a mark of celebra�ng 
“World Tourism Day” on 27th September 2015. The 
po�ers of Manipur make another landmark 
installa�on in the Po�ers Trail Open Air Exhibi�on 
premises of the Museum.
 The newly added exhibit fondly referred to as 
the Po�ery Tower (Kumhei Shaktak Phuron) was 
opened to the visitors on 29th December, 2016.

  KUMHEI SHAKTAK PHURON

The popular 
Fes�ve Tower 

of Pots at 
Po�ers Trail, 

IGRMS

Inaugura�on 
ceremony of 

the Po�ery 
exhibits in 

IGRMS
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Tradi�onal Kiln for firing pots
Community: Assamese 
Area: Salmora Village
District: Majuli.  State: Assam

 A unique method of firing pots can be seen 
among the Po�ers of Majuli island in Assam. Locally known 
as Peghali, this earthen kiln is a raised structure prepared 
by using straws, clay and bamboo. It has a firing chamber 
from where heat is transferred to a small nozzle extending 
to the pla�orm of the kiln where pots are arranged for 
firing. The pots on the pla�orm are arranged and covered 
with straws in a way that it can fetch the heat uniformly. 

PEGHALI

WORKSHOPS

Tradi�onal Earthen Filter
Community: Assamese 
Area: Salmora Village
District: Majuli. State: Assam

 Another exhibit from Assam that reveals the 
tradi�onal method of filtering water was also 
installed in this part of exhibi�on. Locally termed as 
Jal Suddhi Kalash, it is a tradi�onal filter of pots made 
by laying one upon another and each of the chambers 
have their elaborate func�ons. The pot res�ng on the 
top is reserved for storing water while the middle one 
contains charcoal and sand. The third and lowest 
container collects pure water that receded and 
naturally filtered from the other two pots. 

JAL SUDDHI KALASH

A view of the 
towering 
structure of 
tradi�onal 
filter exhibited 
in the Po�er’s 
Trail, IGRMS

Po�ers from 
Majuli, Assam 
offering a prayer 
during the 
inaugura�on of 
their tradi�onal 
Kiln
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KATHA SRISHTI

 IGRMS organised wood carving workshop 
th thfrom 15  -30  December, 2016 in its campus under 

the banner Katha Srish�. Tradi�onal tribal cra�smen 
from Chha�sgarh par�cipated in the workshop. Shri 
Manish Uike while making the idol of ‘Badadev of 
Kalgi’ said, "we carve beau�ful wooden ceilings, 
doors, lintels etc. using different kinds of wood like 
shisham, teak, dhudi, sal and kikar. Wood cra�s is our 
ancient and rich tradi�on. We make ar�s�c doors, 
beds and musical instruments by using Muria wood 
of Bastar region”.

 Shri Devlal Tekam from Mandla region while 
making a wood cra� Baiga pregnant tribal woman 
with a water-filled pot on head. He referred that the 
Gond s�ll use of wooden masks and the tradi�onal 
wooden doors, memorial and wedding pillars, figures 
of animals, birds incised on doors are rich and 
describes their life ways, sense belongingness and 
aesthe�c sensibili�es.

A glimpse 
from the 
museum 

workshop on 
wood carving 

at IGRMS
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Workshop on Learn Regional Language

 The museum unit of Official Language 
organised a workshop "Learn regional languages" to 
celebrate the beauty and essence of regional 
languages. Bengali language was the central theme of 
the programme. Dr. Sudipa Roy, Assistant keeper, 
IGRMS trained her fellow officers and employees to 
take a respite in easeful understanding of the 
language. The workshop was coordinated by Shri 
Rajendra Kumar Jhariya, Assistant keeper, IGRMS. Dr. 
Roy gave brief detail about Bengali language and its 
grammar. She said “Bengali is the na�onal and official 
language of Bangladesh, and the official language of 
many states of India such as West Bengal, Tripura, 

WORKSHOPS

Assam (Barak Valley) and Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands.
 The phonemic inventory of standard Bengali 
consists of 39 consonants and 13 vowels, including 6 
nasalized vowels”. Dr. Roy pondered upon the frame 
of words and sentences, where she gave an insight 
with the version of difference with Rashtriya Bhasha 
Hindi. She paid special emphasis on teaching 
vocabularies and sentences that may be helpful to 
the fellow anthropologists while conduc�ng field 
work in the Bengali speaking regions.

Museum 
officials 
par�cipa�ng 
in the 
workshop 
devoted to the 
Regional 
Language 
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Visit at Peoples' Museum Kakching, Manipur 

 Prof. Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri, Director IGRMS and 
Sri. N. Shakmacha Singh, Museum Associate conducted 
field visit to explore the possibili�es of museum 
collec�ons and extension of outreach programme in the  

region. During this tour, the Director and his team visited 
four Monshang tribal village, Peoples' Museum, Kakching; 
Oknarel Laikon (a shrine of the Meitei) and the 
Ethnological Museum, Khoirentak of Manipur.

 The Liwa changing village which is located 
about 50 kms from Imphal in Chandel District of 
Manipur is a homogenous village solely inhabited by 
the Monshang tribe of the state. The village is 
surrounded by thick forest and other neighbouring 
tribes like Moyon and Tarao. During this visit, museum 
explored the possibili�es of museum collec�ons from 
the tribe taking due considera�on of the execu�ves of 
the local club and cultural associa�ons. Monshang 
being known for their unique culinary prac�ces, the 
museum also availed the opportunity to document 
the tradi�onal method of steaming rice widely 
prac�ced by the Monshang tribe.
 Prof. Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri held a mee�ng 
with the village authori�es and elders and discussed 
about the museum and its plan of outreach ac�vi�es 
in different parts of country. The possibili�es for 
extending museum ac�vi�es in the village were also 
discussed with the villagers during this visit. 

 Peoples' Museum Kakching in Manipur is well 
known for the priceless collec�ons of ethnographic 
objects, historical remnants, and archaeological 
treasures. The museum also a huge repository of 
ancient manuscripts. The museum founded under 
the effort of Sri. Gourachandra Singh, Director, 
Peoples' Museum Kakching who visited end number 
of museum in India and abroad. Prof. Sarit Kumar 
Chaudhuri, Director IGRMS visited the museum on 

th
7  November 2016 and looked into the collec�ons. 
IGRMS has already been collaborated with the 
Peoples' Museum Kakching in the past years where 
workshops on Conserva�on; Cane and Bamboo Cra� 
tradi�ons of Manipur were successfully organised. 
During this visit the Peoples' Museum Kakching 
express the desire to collaborate in organising more 
workshops on ethnographic collec�ons that could 
mutually benefit the two ins�tu�ons. 

th  Monshang village  (7 November 2016)

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Oknarel Laikon, Manipur (A shrine of the Meiteis)

Director's Manipur Visit: A Report

Ethnological Museum Khoirentak, Manipur

 Prof. S.K. Chaudhuri, Director IGRMS along 
with Prof. Bhagaba�, renowned Anthropologist, Dr. 
S.B.Chakrabar�, General Secretary, the Asia�c Society, 
Kolkata had visited Okneral Temple located at 
Ningthoukhong in Bishnupur District and Ethnological 
Museum at Khoirentak village in Churachandpur 

thDistrict of Manipur on 9  November 2016. The team 
was also accompanied by Sri. N. Shakmacha Singh, 
Museum Associate and Secretary, Centre for Youth and 
Cultural Ac�vi�es Manipur. The team made this 
preliminary visit at Okneral Temple to see a massive 
and decorated twin boats dug out from single wood 
which is housed in this temple premises. The boats are 
used only on the auspicious occasion of a fes�val called 
Heikru Hidongba where the twin boat is taken to the 
Loktak lake for a ritual race for the prosperity of the 
community and the state. The team met with the 
members of the temple board to explore the possibility 
for developing a new exhibit based on this religious 
tradi�on of the community. 

 Further, the team visited Ethnological 
Museum Khoirentak located about 48 Kms from 
Imphal. Director IGRMS along with the team met with 
Guru. S. Achon Kom, who has been running this village 
museum since 1984. The museum have good number 
of collec�ons belonging to the Kom tribe of Manipur. 
Khoirentak is now taking a new shape under the 
privilege of Padmashree M.C. Mary Kom who sincerely 
taken keen interest in developing the museum to a 
new height. During this visit, Director IGRMS along 
with the team discussed with museum concerns for 
extending the Ethnological Museum Khoirentak as the 
Cultural Interpreta�on Centre of IGRMS.

Director’s visit 
at the 
Ethnological 
Museum, 
Khoirentak

Prof. A.C. 
Bhagwa�, Dr. 
S.B. 
Chakraborty 
and Prof. S.K. 
Chaudhuri 
mee�ng with 
the office 
bearers of 
KCDRC, 
Manipur 

Director 
IGRMS and his 
team looking at 
the ceremonial 
Boat displayed 
at Oknarel 
shrine, Manipur
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 lkQ&lQkbZ ,d vPNh vknr gS tks LoPN i;kZoj.k vkSj 
vkn'kZ thou 'kSyh ds fy;s gj ,d O;fDr eas gkus h pkfg;As  LoPNrk 
dk è;;s ] egRo rFkk t#jr dks le>rs gq, bfa njk xkèa kh jk"Vªh; 
ekuo lxa zgky;] Hkkis ky eas ^LoPN Hkkjr* vfHk;ku ds vra xZr] 
lkQ&lQkbZ ls lca fa èkr xfrfof/k;kas dk vk;kts u fd;k x;kA ftleas 
ekg ds çR;ds  cqèkokj lk;a  4 ls 6 cts lxa zgky; dfeZ;kas }kjk 
lxa zgky; ds fofHkUu LFkkukas ¼ohfFk lda qy ifjlj] tutkrh; vkokl 
eqäkdk'k çn'kZuh] feFkdohfFk vko`fÙk Hkou ,oa pjSofs r bR;kfn½ eas 
lkQ&lQkbZ dh xbZ ,oa çkn'kkZsa ij dhVuk'kd dk fNMd+ ko dj 
vif'k"V inkFkkZs dks u"V fd;k x;kA blds vykok lxa zgky; ds 
ço's k fVdVkas ij LoPN Hkkjr vfHk;ku dk ykxs ks o lna 's k dks fçVa  
djok;k x;k rFkk fofHkUu LFkkukas ij MLVfcu j[ks x;As
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 Students from Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, 
Mahadevpur, Arunachal Pradesh, gi�ed Tea and 
Betel plants to the Director, IGRMS. The saplings 
brought by Miss Monalisa Bagri and Master 
Jaummaio were planted in the Veethi Sankul 
premises of the Museum. On the occasion, Shri 
Dheer Singh, Hor�culture Assistant informed that Tea 
planta�on requires moderately humid and hot 
clima�c condi�ons. The op�mum temperature range 
is 20° to 33°C. “Tea plants are shade loving plants and 
grow more vigorously when it planted along with 
shady tree areas”. 

Tea Plantation in the Museum

A view of the 
planta�on of 
Tea and betal 
nut saplings 
presented by 
the North east 
students 
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saplings who will make na�on's future great. He said, 
“The saplings when turn into a trees, provide shelter to 
birds, and shades all the beings. Similarly, these young  
students will grow like a tree and work for the society 
and country. He congratulated the organizers for 
organising such a grand fes�val for the children. Prof. 
Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri, Director of IGRMS, in his 
welcome address highlighted the very essence of the 
programme and how the museum is ac�vely engaged 
in dissemina�ng rich tribal and folk culture of the 
na�on. The Balrang fes�val is organized for the 
children of the country to see it in collec�ve level. On 
this occasion, Mrs. Deep� Gaud Mukharji, Principal 
Secretary, School Educa�on, Govt. of Madhya Pradesh, 
said “Looking at the grand fes�vity of the children, I am 
reminded of my school days. Balrang is presen�ng the 
culture of the whole na�on”.  Towards the successful 
organisa�on of this grand fes�val, IGRMS collaborated 
with the State Departments in extending support for 
providing venues and also the presence of school 
children from the eight states of the North-east India. 

 The Na�onal Balrang Fes�val is one of the most 
popular collabora�ve programmes devoted to the 
school children. It is annually organised by the IGRMS 
Bhopal in collabora�on with the School Educa�on 
Department, Government of Madhya Pradesh. This 
year also, the Na�onal Balrang Fes�val 2016 was 
organised in collabora�on with the Directorate of Public 
Instruc�ons, Govt. of Madhya Pradesh for three 

th ndconsecu�ve days from 20  to 22  December 2016. The 
fes�val was par�cipated by school students from about 
50 districts from 25 different states including the Union 
Territories of the country. Students of the various 
educa�onal ins�tu�ons displayed crea�vi�es through 
exhibi�ons, performances and mul�ple ac�vi�es 
crea�ng a respite to the visitors of a glimpse of 'Mini 
India' in the Sangrahalaya premises.
 The Balrang-2016 was inaugurated by Shri 
Kunwar Vijay Shah, Hon'ble Minister, School Educa�on, 
Govt. of Madhya Pradesh and Shri Surjit Singh Chauhan, 
Chairman, Bhopal Manucipal Council. In his address the 
Hon'ble minister compared child ar�sans with 

Hon’ble 
Minister, 

School 
Educa�on, 

Govt. of M.P. 
inaugura�ng 
the Na�onal 

Balrang 
Fes�val 2017
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Exhibit of the Month

Community:   Meitei
Area:    Imphal East, Manipur
Accession No-  2013 - 185 (A & B)
Dimensions-   H = 13inch, Circumference-32inch

 The first “Exhibit of the Month” for the 
IGRMS Southern Regional Centre was introduced on 

st
1  December 2016. A collec�on of Bell-metal object 
from Manipur known as the Senthak-Senkha was on 
display. The exhibi�on was inaugurated by Dr. Gavi 
S iddaih,  Deputy Director,  Department  of 
Archaeology, Heritage and Museums, Mysore, Govt. 
of Karnataka. 
 Senthak-Senkha literally refers the two major 
division of the object. Senthak represents the upper 
part of the body, while Senkha means the lower 
segment of the body. This is an object of ceremonial 
importance tradi�onally used by the royal and 
noblemen’s family at the �me of marriage func�on. 
Intricately cra�ed with efficient hands of design skills, 
this bell metal object is prepared by the process of 
lost wax method. In olden days object was used as an 
important item of reward given to the warriors by the 
king for their heroic deeds. The metal cra� of 
Manipur flourished with royal patronage during 17th 
century Manipur. 

SENTHAK-
SENKHA: A 
decora�ve 
ceremonial 
tray

December 2016SENTHAK-SENKHA: A decora�ve ceremonial tray

Dr. Gavi 
Siddaih, 
ligh�ng the 
lamp during 
inaugura�on 
ceremony of 
SENTHAK-
SENKHA

It contain fine details of 
floral rim and crown like lid 
signifying  the power and 
glory of the Manipuri king.  
According to the Meitei 
belief, the crown like lid 
symbol i ses  sky  and 
regarded as divine father 
and the tray like container 
as the representa�on of 
the mother earth.  In 
Manipur,  a  par�cular 
lineage of the Meitei 
society is specialised in this 
unique cra�. They are 
c o n fi n e d  i n  t h e 
Heirangoithong  and 
Aheibam Leikai of Imphal.
 T h e  t r a y  h a s 
beau�ful floral like outer 
rim, a circular base with 
stand and beau�fully 
decorated lid.
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  A Museum Popular Lecture was delivered by  
Prof. A Chellaperumal, Associate Professor, 
Department of Anthropology, Pondicherry University  
on 'Ethno – Musical Instruments of South Indian tribal 
Communi�es'. In this lecture he gave a broad 
understanding on the anthropological insights into 
the understanding of ethnic-music and expressed the 
view and concerns of various scholars who have 
contributed in the field of Ethno-Musicology. Cultural 
programmes on performing art forms were organized 
for two days with the par�cipants of 38 ar�sts from 
Assam and Tripura.

 Under the inter-ins�tu�onal collabora�ve 
venture of the museum, the travelling exhibi�on of 
IGRMS on Sacred Groves of India now travelled to 
the the Regional Museum of Natural History, Mysore. 

th
The exhibi�on was opened for public on 6  October 
2016 at the RMNH, Mysore. 

th The '17  Na�onal Jamboree of Bharat Scouts 
and Guides' commenced at the Global village, 
Adakanahalli, Nanjangud Taluk, Mysore, Karnataka. 
On this occasion museum contributed by organising 
popular travelling exhibi�on of IGRMS on Island 

th
Culture of India. The exhibi�on was organised 29  
December 2016.

 Under the “Museum Popular Lecture” series, 
st

a lecture was organized by IGRMS, SRC Mysore on 1  
December 2016. Dr. Gavi Siddaih, Deputy Director, 
Dept of Archaeology, Heritage and Museums, 
Mysore, is a well-known personality and subject 
expert of Cultural Heritage was delivered a lecture on 
Heritage of Mysore. The lecture was a�ended by 
officials and staff from Anthropological Survey of 
India, Department of Archaeology and History, 
University of Mysore, State Archaeology Department, 
Teaching staff of St. Philomena College, St. Teresian 
College, local public, the officials and staff of SRC.

Welcoming 
the Chair and 

Speaker of 
the Popular 

Lecture 

Prof. A 
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Museum 
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 Around 41 school children's from Maha 
Budhi School, Saraswathi Puram, Mysuru visited 
IGRMS, SRC on 22/12/2016 as part of their 
educa�on tour.
 A group of 22 students and teachers from 

stGermany visited the museum on 1  December 2016 
from the De Paul Interna�onal Residen�al School, 
Belagola and Mandya Districts, Karnataka.

 Sri. V. Ashok Vardhan, Museum Associate and Sri. K. 
Shanmugam have conducted tour to the Innova�ve Film 

th thCity Bidadi from 7  to 9  October 2016 and collaborate in 
organizing cultural programme with the Film City at Bidadi.
 Sri Ashok Vardhan a�ended the Na�onal Intangible 
Heritage Fes�val 2016 (NIHF- 2016) at Amarava�, Heritage 

th th
Centre and Museum, Andhra Pradesh from 15  to 18  of 
November 2016 for the period of one week.

Activities of the IGRMS SRC, Mysore

Glimpses of 
the cultural 
performances 
at the Film 
City, Bidadi, 
Karnataka. 
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 The museum fraternity and IGRMS family 
grieved in pain and sorrow to the sudden demise of 
Prof. Raghunath Singh Negi, the first Director and a 
visionary of the Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav 
Sangrahalaya. Dr Negi is remembered as the first 
Director, Founder, visionary who was appointed as an 
Officer on Special Duty (OSD) for implemen�ng the 
vision of developing the Na�onal Museum of Mankind 
in India. He served as the Director of IGRMS from 

 The museum will always be grateful for his 
contribu�ons. He was a visionary, who laid the 
founding stones of this museum on a 200 acres barren 
piece of land. During his decade long tenure he was 
engrossed in development of Manav Sangrahalaya 
only, like the true head of family. The ideal tribute to 
Dr. Negi is by comple�ng the tasks he envisioned”. On 
this occasion Shri Naval Narayan Jaiswal said “He was 
a dynamic speaker and serene by nature. During 

February, 1979 to 1989. He had also given 
his special contribu�on in shaping the 
gallery of Human Evolu�on even a�er one 
and half decades of his re�rement. 
Addressing the condolence ceremony, his 
great soul rest in peace. Shri Vikas Bha� 
ci�ng the incidents from working under Dr. 
Negi, he said “IGRMS lost one of its key 
founder,  advisor  and well-wisher. 

his tenure the 200 acres land acquisi�on and 
crea�on of indoor & outdoor exhibi�ons 
was implemented. Re�red Assistant Curator 
Display, Shri Ravi Shrivas shared his 
associa�on with Prof. Negi. The IGRMS 
family pay tribute the great soul and pray to 
the almighty to give his family members and 
friends enough strength to bear this pain. 


